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Background

The Western Washington Fish
andWildlife Office hasfour habitat
protection and restoration pro-
grams. These programs promote
the restoration and stewardship of
fishandwildlifehabitat through on-
the-ground activities, public educa
tion, involvement inwatershed as-
sessment and planning efforts, and
identification of aguatic nuisance
speciesthreats. The programsdif-
fer by focusngindistinct geographic
areasor funding specific typesof
projects. In addition, we have an

aqueati c nuisance speciesprogram.

Who WeAre

We are a dedicated team with
experiencedfishand wildlife
biologists, and ageomorphologi<t.
Weare committed to protecting
and restoring\Western
Washington'swatersheds, native
prairies, and marine ecosystems.

Who We Serve

Private citizens

Public interest groups
Tribes

Conservationdigtricts

Local governments

Salmon enhancement groups
Education groups

State agencies

Other federal agencies

What We Do

We develop partnerships with
local communities and various
organizations and agencies and
work with them to address wa-
tershed problems in a coordi-
nated manner through a volun-
tary, non regulatory approach.

Our program activitieshave hel ped
therecovery of listed salmon, bull

trout, and other fish, wildlifeand
plant species.

Additionally, our restoration and
protection activities may help to
reduce future Endangered Spe-
cies Act listings by promoting
voluntary conservation activities.

We provide technical assistance
with proposal development,
agreement writing, project plan-
ning, regulatory requirements,
and the monitoring of project ef-
fectiveness.

We promote implementation and
monitoring of state of theart res-
toration techniques.

We provide needed funding and

technical assistanceto help fam-

ily forest and small landowners

comply with required State For-

est Practices Rules. We assist

with:

» Storm proofing and
abandoning roads

» Culvert assessments

= Improving fish passage
structures at road crossings

We assist with outreach and edu-
cation activities to help promote
improved stewardship.

We address aguati ¢ nuisance spe-
cies issues that threaten
Washington’s aguati c ecosystems
and economy; aswell asinvasive
speciesthat threaten native grass-
lands and riparian areas.

Division Programs

Jobs in the Woods (JI TW)

The I TW Watershed Restoration
Program started 1994 and is part
of the Northwest Forest Plan.



Program fundsare used for water-
shed restoration projects. Thispro-
gramisnot fundedinthePresidents
FY 05 budget. Local partnersare
leadersin project planning, imple-
mentation and monitoring. JTW
supportsloca communitiesandthe
development of alocally based res-
toration industry, Projectsareon
non-federa landsin four focuswa-
tersheds: Bear-Ellsworth (Willapa)
Nooksack, Dungeness, and the
Chewuch-Methow-Twisp.

Goasof JTW Program areto:

» Improveand restorewater-
shed health

= Support natural resource
dependent communities

= Promote and support
community based restoration
partnerships

Puget Sound Program

The Puget Sound Programis part
of the FWS National Coastal
Programs. In 1991, the Puget
Sound Program, was established
to protect, restore, and enhance
the natural resources of
Washington’s coastal ecosys-
tems.

To achieve results, we have fo-
cused on three areas of program
activity:

» Planning and implementing
coastal habitat restoration and
protection projects,

» Assessing threatsand status of
coastal resourcesto assist with
their management; and,

» Conducting outreach and
education activitiesto help
promote improved steward-
ship of Puget Sound'snatural
resources

Duetothehighly impacted state of
many Washington coastal ecosys-
tems, our restoration work hasfo-
cusedincreasingly on projectsthat
arelargeinscope, technically com-
plex, andinvolve multiple partner-
ships.A current exampleof thistype
of collaborationisthe Puget Sound

Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration
P r o g r a m
(www.pugetsoundnear shor e.or g)
whichincludes multiple partners
cooperating to restore and pre-
servecritical nearshore habitat.

Partners for Fish and Wildlife
Through thisnationwide program,
established in 1987, we provide
technica andfinancid assstanceto
private landownersto voluntarily
restore and enhancefishand wild-
lifehabitatsontheir lands. Thepro-
gram focuseson restoring habitat
for:

« Migratory birds

» Anadromousfish

» Dediningplantandanimal

Species

Inadditionto restoring and enhanc-
ing riparian and in-stream habitats,
we also focus on native prairies,
grasdands, and oak savannaswhich
support many at-risk plant, insect,
and bird species. Throughthe pro-
gramwealso providetechnica as-
sistance to U.S. Department of
Agriculture agenciesin thefield
implementing key conservation pro-
grams, including WetlandsReserve
Program.

Chehalis Fisheries Restoration
Program

Significant runsof salmon, steel-
head, and cutthoat trout have de-
clined throughout the ChehdisBa-
sin, the second largest watershed
in Washington. Commercial and
sport fishing have been greatly di-
minished inthearea. In 1993, the
ChehdisFisheriesRestoration Pro-
gram began working with partners
torestorefish habitat and revitalize
fishrunsinthe ChehalisBasin. In
additiontofunding solicited project
proposals, program fundsare pro-
vided annudly tothe ChehdisTribe
and Quinault Indian Nation for
habitat restoration projects.

Aquatic Nuisance Species
Program
Introductions of non-indigenous

species(NIS) have caused signifi-
cant economicand ecologica prob-
lemsthroughout NorthAmerica.
NISareconsdered thenumber two
threat to native species, often con-
tributing to ESA listings, even pro-
moting extinction of listed
species.Our program providesfi-
nancial and technical support to
Washington Statefor implementing
their aquatic nuisance speciesstate
management plan. Theplanisfo-
cussed on the prevention and con-
trol of NIS species. Specific NIS
issueswe have addressed arethe
potentia introduction of zebramus-
selsand mitten crabs, theintroduc-
tion of NIS through ship ballast
water exchange, and the control of
gpartinaand green crabs.

Frequently Asked Questions
Which project typesare
eligible for funding?

They include:

» Culvertremoval/upgrades
» Placement of key wood

» Road abandonment/
obliteration/stormproofing
Dikebreaching

Nonnative plant removal
Reducelivestock impacts
Watershed assessments
Project monitoring
Educationa materids/sgns
Invasivespeciesmonitoring

Which project typesare not €eli-

gible for funding?

» Required mitigetion
» Required Habitat
Consarvation Plan activity

= Hatchery, broodstock, or
artificia propagation
operationsandfacilities

= Artificia pond crestion

» Landacquistion

=  Streambank hardening

How much cost sharedo |

need to contribute?

A minimumof 25 percent cost share
isrequired, 50 percentispreferred,
except for the Partnersfor Fishand
Wildlife Program where approxi-
mately 50 percent isrequired.
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